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HILE WORKING WITH MANY JAPANESE
hairstylists at different charity events four years ago,
ACTION (A Child’s Trust is Ours to Nurture) founding
sident Hajime Yokota thought of another way to enrich the
furure of the Filipino orphans and underprivileged children that
his foundation served. He came up with Hasami No Chikara
the power of scissors”), a long-term training program that
would arm its participants with skills that can be turned into
1 profession.
He then partnered with Jure Salon’s Jude Hipolito and
Rose Velasco to act as trainers to the participants. Appli-
cants were carefully screened, and Hipolito and Velasco
conducted the first session last May with 14 participants
in Olongapo. Since then, they have held regular satel-
lite workshops in

three other areas as

FAST FACTS

This training program styles a future for teenage orphans.

®¢ The first batch needed P500,000 for its first year. Most of the funding comes from Japanese hair sa
owners as donations. The rest comes from ACTION's general funds from Japan.

o8 Participants in the first batch are orphaned teenage girls, between 13 to 16 years old, and are from differen
cities and provinces such as Bulacan, Olongapo, Bataan, Pampanga, larlac, and Nueva Ecija

o3 ACTION also runs other training programs for underprivileged kids such as the the Power of

Power of Karate

HOW TO HELP
ACTION Inc.
welcomes donations
to the program
Unit No.9-A 4th
Floor, Rizal Avenue
corner Magsaysay
Drive, East Tapinac,
Olongapo; info@

actionman.jp.
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well as joint training seminars. Each batch will train for three vears
with a new batch being taken in annually starting in 2015.

Since that first session, Yokota has observed a change in
runaways now stay put in the center and focus on honing the
skills being taught to them. “They have also improved in th
way they dress up, the way they take care of themselves
he says. “Their communication skills continuously impr
alongside their technical cutting skills. They now cut the
own hair as well as that of their friends’. They exude more
confidence every time we sce them.”

ACTION plans to open a salon in Olongapo in three years t
provide a workplace for graduates and on-the-job trainees of the
program. Hipolito and Velasco may also provide employment
through their own salon or within the
network. In the future, they would
like to extend their program not
to children’s institutions, but to oth
communities and different regions. “We
are empowering them to develop skills
that can jumpstart a lifetime career
Yokota says. “We feel a wonderful sense
of fulfillment in sharing our skills with
these kids, and hope that someday, the:

too will pass them on. That will be
legacy.” . =
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